Impact of Capitalist Development

Capitalist development and industrialization in Great Britain and Europe were financed by the African slave
trade and the wealth expropriated from the Americas. It transformed the way people lived and worked in England
and affected people all over the world.

General Ludd’s Triumph

This song was sung by British weavers called “ Luddites’ asthey destroyed new textile machinery at the end
of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries. They rose in scattered rebellion against industrial progress that
had undermined their skills and standard of living.

The guilty may fear but no vengeance he aims Then the Trade when this arduous contest is o’ er
At the honest man’s life or Estate, Shall raisein full splendor its head,

Hiswrath is entirely confined to wide frames And colting and cutting and squaring no more
And to those that old prices abate. hall deprive honest workmen of bread.

These Engines of mischief were sentenced to die Chants no more your old rhymes about bold Robin
By unanimous vote of the Trade Hood,

And Ludd who can all opposition defy Hisfeats | but little admire.

Woas the Grand Executioner made. I will sing the Achievements of General Ludd,

Now the Hero of Nottinghamshire.

Oloudah Equiano Describes Being Kidnapped into Slavery

Oloudah Equiano was born in Benin on the west coast of equatorial Africain 1745, and was kidnapped and
sold into slavery when he was eleven. While endaved, he worked on a Virginia plantation as the servant for a
British naval officer and for a Philadel phia merchant. After purchasing his freedom, he wrote his memoirs (Katz,
1971: 32-33) and became active in the anti-slavery movement. A seection from his memoir follows. Thefull text
of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Oloudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vasa, Written by Himself (London,
1789) is available on the web at docsouth.unc.edu.

“Thefirst object which assaulted my eyes when | arrived on the coast was the sea, and a slaveship, which was
riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. Thesefilled me with astonishment, which was soon converted into
terror, which | am yet at alossto describe. . . . When | was carried on board | was immediately handled, and
tossed up, to seeif | were sound, by some of the crew; and | was now persuaded that | had got into a world of bad
spirits, and that they were going to kill me. . . .

I was soon put down under the decks, and there | received such a salutation in my nostrils as | had never
experienced in my life; so that with the loathsomeness of the stench, and the crying together, |1 became so sick and
low that | was not ableto eat, nor had | the least desire to taste anything. . . . but soon, to my grief, two of the
white men offered me eatables; and on my refusing to eat, one of them held me fast by the hands...and tied my
feet, while the other flogged me severely. . . .

Amongst the poor chained men, | found some of my own nation, which in a small degree gave easeto my
mind. | inquired of them what was to be done with us? They gave me to understand we wereto be carried to these
white people’ s country to work for them. . . .

The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded
that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. . . . The shrieks of the women, and the groans of
the dying, rendered the whole scene of horror amost inconceivable. . . . | was soon reduced so low herethat it was
thought necessary to keep me almost always on deck. . . .

One day, when we had a smooth seg, . . . two of my wearied countrymen, who were chained together,
preferring death to such a life of misery, somehow made it through the nettings, and jumped into the ses;
immediately another quite dejected fellow . . . also followed their example; and | believe many more would very
soon have done the same, if they had not been prevented by the ship’s crew, who were instantly alarmed. . . . Two
of the wretches were drowned, but they got the other, and afterwards flogged him unmercifully, for thus
attempting to prefer death to davery. In this manner we continued to undergo more hardships than I can now
relate; hardships which areinseparable from this accursed trade. . .”



