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We are Americans. We were born in no foreign clime. Here, where we behold the noble
rivers, and the rich fields, and the healthful skies, that may be called American; here, amid the
institutions that now surround us, we first beheld the light of the impartial sun. We have not been
brought up under the influence of other strange, aristocratic, and uncongenial political relations.
In this respect, we profess to be American and republican. With the nature, features and
operations of our government, we have been familiarized from youth; and its democratic
character is accordant with the flow of our feelings, and the current of our thoughts.

We have thus laid before you, fellow citizens, some considerations why we should never
have been deprived of an equal suffrage, and why a just and impartial guarantee of this right,
should soon be made.

But bating all these, we lay our claim on still higher ground. We do regard the right of our
birthdom, our service in behalf of the country, contributing to its importance, and developing its
resources, as favorable considerations—considerations adapted to banish all thought of
proscription and injustice, from the power holding body of the country, and to lead them to a
hearty and practical acknowledgment of the claims and rights of a disfranchised people.

Yet for these alone, we do not ask for the extension of the elective franchise. We would not,
we do not predicate any right to it from any such basis. We would not fall into the error of basing
rights upon grounds so untenable. We object to others placing our rights upon complexion. We
ourselves would not lay our claims to consideration on this or any similar ground.

We can find no system of moral or political ethics in which rights are based upon the
confirmation of the body, or the color of the skin. We can find no nation that has the temerity to
insult the common sense of mankind, by promulgating such a sentiment as part of its creed.
However individuals or nations may act, however they may assail the rights of man, or wrest
from him his liberties, they all, equally and alike profess regard for natural rights, the protection
and security of which they claim as the object of the formation of their respective systems.

Rights have an existence, aside from conventional arrangements or unnatural partialities.
They are of higher origin and of purer birth. They are inferrable from the settled and primary
sentiments of man's nature. The high dignities and exalted tendencies of our common humanity
are the original grounds from which they may be deduced. Wherever a being may be found
endowed with the light of reason, and in the exercise of its various exalted attributes, that being is
possessed of certain peculiar rights, on the ground of his nature.

We base our claim upon the possession of those common and yet exalted faculties of
manhood. WE ARE MEN. 1. Those sympathie which find their natural channel, and legitimate
and healthy exercise in civil and political relations, have the same being and nature in us that they
have in the rest of the human family. 2. Those yearnings and longings for the exercise of political
prerogatives, that are the product of the adaptedness of man's social nature to political
arrangements, strive with irrepressible potency within us, from the fact of our disfranchised
condition, a prevalent and unreasonable state of caste, and the operation of laws and statutes not
proceeding from, yet operating upon us. 3. Those indignities and wrongs which naturally become
the portion of a disfranchised class, and gather accumulated potency from an increase and
intenseness of proscription, naturally and legitimately revert to us. From possessing like
sympathies for civil and political operations with others, and like susceptibilities for evil, when
nature is hindered in any of its legitimate exercises—on the ground of our common humanity, do
we claim equal and entire rights with the rest of our fellow citizens. All that we say here, meets
with full sympathy from all connected with the history of the country, the nature of its
institutions, the spirit of its Constitution, and the designs and purposes of its great originators.

We have no reason to think that the framers of the Declaration of Independence, in setting
forth the doctrines it contains, regarded them as dogmas or idle theories. We believe they put full



faith in them, as actual truths and living verities. This they evinced, by pledging to each other
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honors. This they manifested, by an unswerving
opposition to injustice and oppression.

It was in accordance with the views of that great charter of American freedom, that they
framed the Constitution of the country. Setting aside the stale primogenital fallacies of the blood-
dyed political institutions of the old world; repudiating the unnatural assumptions of the feudal
system, and exploding the aged and destructive sophism of natural inequalities in the family of
man, they clung with undying tenacity to the connecting chain that runs through the whole mighty
mass of humanity, recognized the common sympathies and wants of the race, and framed a
political edifice of such a nature and character as was congenial with the natural and
indestructible principles of man, and as was adapted to secure to all under its broad AEGIS, the
purest liberty God ever conferred upon him.

That Declaration, and that Constitution, we think, may be considered as more fully
developing the primary ideas of American republicanism, than any other documents. In these,
individuals are regarded distinctly and respectively—each and every one as men, fully
capacitated by the Creator for government and progressive advancement—which capacities, in a
natural exercises, are not to be interfered with by government.

Republicanism, in these two documents, has an eye to individual freedom, without lets or
hindrances. In her operations, she is impartial. She regards man—al | men; and is indifferent to all
arbitrary and conventional considerations. This we deem to be the character of the Declaration of
Independence—and this, likewise, the character of the Constitution after which it was modelled.
Republicanism was to be the distinguishing feature in its operations.

The Constitution of our own State, as it sprung from the clear head and pure heart of that
incomparable patriot, JOHN JAY, in its preamble and several sections, was, in spirit, concordant
with it. By this we mean, that although the qualifications for voting, in general, were higher than
those prevailing at the present, yet the ground of the suffrage enactment was not based upon
national peculiarities, or complexional distinctions. It is said that any man possessed of such and
such qualifications should be a political denizen of the State.

As the State advanced in age, intelligence and population, augmented in wealth, and extended
in resources, the call went forth for the extension of the franchise right. In accordance with the
will of the people thus expressed, a convention was held in the city of Albany in 1821—2.

We beg that it may be remembered, that the convention was called for the purpose of
extending the suffrage right. We would also call your attention to the fact, that the votes by which
many of the delegates were elected to that convention, were cast by colored voters. And more
especially would we remind you, that during the proceedings of that convention, in its reports,
addresses, &c., a peculiar deference is ever paid to the republican features of our common
country, and its democratic tendencies. Yet in that convention, that portion of the citizens of the
State whom we here represent, were shut out from an equal and common participation in the
prerogatives of citizenship, in the operations of both State and

National Governments, and thus placed under the operation of laws and statutes without our
agency, and to which we are subjected without acquiescence.

We, the Colored Citizens of the State, in Convention assembled, representing 50,000 of the
population, do ask your earnest attention, your deep reflection, your unbiased and conscientious
judgment in this matter.

We ask you, as a matter in which YOU are deeply concerned, to come forward and restore
the fountains of political justice in this State to their pristine purity. We ask you to secure to us
our political rights. We call upon you to return to the pure faith of your republican fathers. We lift
up our voices for the restored spirit of the first days of the republic—for the great principles that
then maintained, and that regard for man which revered the characteristic features of his nature,
as of more honor and worth than the form and color of the body in which they dwell.



For no vested rights, for no peculiar privileges, for no extraordinary prerogatives, do we ask.
We merely put forth our appeal for a republican birthright. We wish to be something more than
political serfs and slaves. We fully believe in the fundamental doctrines set forth in the
Declaration of Independence. We acquiesce in the sentiment that "governments derive their just
power from the consent of the governed." And we say it is injustice of the most aggrieved
character, either to deprive us of a just and legitimate participation in the rights of the state, or to
make us bear the burdens, and submit to its enactments, when all its arrangements, plans, and
purposes, are framed and put into operation utterly regardless of us, in their incipient state, than if
we were nonentities; but which, in their practical operation, act upon us with destructive
tendency, eat away our soul, and destroy our life. We ask for a living manifestation of belief in
the above doctrine; we know already too much of its dead letter.

Fellow citizens! the Colored Citizens of this State, through us their representatives,
respectfully and earnestly ask at your hands, the speedy adoption of such plans, and the formation
of such measures, as may soon lead to the erasure of the odious prescriptive act of which we
complain-we secured an equal suffrage, and the State freed from a stain upon its character.

A. STEWARD, Pres.

C. L. Reason,

H. H. Garnet, Secretaries.
Wm. H. Topp,
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