
What is the responsibility of government?
(PO: Compare Hoover and Roosevelt conceptions/ active government)
Do Now:

United States Unemployment, 1929-1933
Year  # unemployed  % unemployed
1929    1,550,000     3.2%
1930    4,340,000     8.7%
1931    8,020,000   15.9%
1932  12,080,000   23.6%
1933  12,830,000   24.9%

What is happening in the United States from 1929-1933?
Why is this problem even more serious than the numbers show?
- a generation out of work
- impact on families/youth
- competition for remaining jobs

Mot: Why is it so difficult to solve the economic problems of the United States today? - uncertainty
principle of the atom/ impact in one area/ different goals

President Hoover Describes the Role of Government
A) "The American system is founded upon the conception that only through ordered liberty, freedom and
equal opprotunity to the individual will his initiative and enterprise spur on the march of progress."

B) "The Republican Party restored the government to its position as an umpire instead of a player in the
economic game."

C) For these reasons the American people have gone forward in progress while the rest of the world
halted."

What is the Republican conception of the role of government?
Is this a progressive idea?
Why was Hoover unable to address the problem of growing unemployment?

Franklin D. Roosevelt Supports Active Government

A) "I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis -- broad executive power to
wage a war against the enemy -- as great as the power that would be given me if we were in fact invaded by
a foreign foe."

B) "The country needs and demands bold experimentation. It is common sense to take a method and try it.
If it fails admit it firmly and try another. But above all try something."

What does FDR promise to do?
How are his ideas different from Hoover's?
What is the democratic conception of government?

Summary: Why did the Democrats have a tremendous appeal in 1932?

Application: Photoes of the 1920's
What will happen in the US today?



What is the responsibility of government?
- a Great Depression Debate
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