(1:12) Using Family Artifacts to Explore Cultural Diversity

Most people, but especially people who are members of the dominant groups in a society, assume their own culture is the norm. They absorb it from their families and the media while they grow up. Unless they are exposed to other cultures, they live their lives without really thinking about whom they are and the ways that they do things. One way to help students begin to think about cultural identity and the values, ideas, and practices of their own cultures is to have them bring a family artifact to class. Students can present their artifacts and explain their origins and why they are important to their families. The class can compare artifacts from different cultures and use them to begin an exploration of cultural similarities and differences.

In a variation of this activity, Cynthia Vitere has high school students bring in family artifacts that are circulated around the room anonymously. Student teams examine the artifacts and speculate about cultures of origin. After teams report hypotheses to the class, the students who brought in the artifacts discuss their actual significance to their families. Rachael Thompson and Laurence Klein have students in their middle school classes use the family artifacts to organize a Museum of Immigration. Sometimes parents and grandparents come to class to explain customs and holidays, model clothing, and prepare food. All of the teachers have their students write about the cultural and historical background of the artifacts as part of their commitment to promote student literacy through work in the content areas.

	Try it yourself:

Bring an artifact to class that shows something about the cultural background of your family.


