(1:14) Sleepwalking Through History

Aim: Should the United States have invaded Iraq?

Background: Following the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington DC, President George Bush asked Congress to support a global war on terror and the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq. Senator Robert Byrd (Democrat-West Virginia), led an unsuccessful Senate filibuster against the resolution granting President Bush the authority to launch a preemptive war against Iraq. 

Do Now: Read the excerpts from the speech by Senator Robert Byrd and answer questions 1-3.

Questions

1. Why is Senator Byrd concerned about the request to go to war with Iraq?

2. Why is Senator Byrd opposed to the doctrine of preemption?

3. By 2013, although U.S. combat troops had been withdrawn, the conflict in Iraq had not been resolved. “With the benefit of hindsight, what is your view of this speech by Senator Byrd? Explain.

 “We are Truly Sleepwalking Through History”

Excerpts from a speech by Senator Robert Byrd (D-W. Va.), February 12, 2003

Source: http://www.commondreams.org/views03/0212-07.htm, accessed June 2, 2013
A. To contemplate war is to think about the most horrible of human experiences . . . As this nation stands at the brink of battle, every American on some level must be contemplating the horrors of war . . . This coming battle, if it materializes, represents a turning point in U.S. foreign policy and possibly a turning point in the recent history of the world. This nation is about to embark upon the first test of a revolutionary doctrine applied in an extraordinary way at an unfortunate time. 
B. The doctrine of preemption — the idea that the United States or any other nation can legitimately attack a nation that is not imminently threatening but may be threatening in the future — is a radical new twist on the traditional idea of self-defense. 
C. It appears to be in contravention of international law and the UN Charter. And it is being tested at a time of world- wide terrorism, making many countries around the globe wonder if they will soon be on our — or some other nation’s — hit list. 
D. We may have massive military might, but we cannot fight a global war on terrorism alone. We need the cooperation and friendship of our time-honored allies as well as the newer found friends whom we can attract with our wealth. Our awesome military machine will do us little good if we suffer another devastating attack on our homeland which severely damages our economy. 
E. Is our attention span that short? Have we not learned that after winning the war one must always secure the peace? . . . We are truly “sleepwalking through history.” 

F. War must always be a last resort, not a first choice. I truly must question the judgment of any President who can say that a massive unprovoked military attack on a nation which is over 50% children is “in the highest moral traditions of our country”. This war is not necessary at this time. 

