(11:6) Amanda Carmelitano’s River Valley Project

Background: Some of the world’s earliest civilizations developed along the major waterways across the Middle East, and Asia. The early inhabitants were able to thrive because of their ability to master the major rivers that helped to sustain the early civilizations. The rivers gave the civilizations fertile soil to enrich plentiful harvests, means of transportation and trade, and a life-support that allowed for the continued domestication of animals. The four major river valley civilizations developed in Mesopotamia, along the Tigress and the Euphrates Rivers; India, along the Indus River; China, along the Yangzi, or the Yellow River; and Egypt, along the Nile River. These civilizations developed independent of one another yet share many traits in common of all civilizations.

Directions: For this project you will be placed into groups. Each group will be responsible for researching one of the four River Valleys. Groups will report back to the class, and “teach” about their assigned River Valley.

Evaluation: I attached a rubric so you can see how I will be grading you. There will be group as well as individual portions to the overall grade. Each person should hand a rubric in with their presentations, so hold on to them!

Part 1

Directions: Each group will create a PowerPoint in which they include:

Name of groups River Valley Civilization

A map showing location of the civilization

Discuss the geography and climate of the location

Discuss how these effect the traditions and culture of the Civilization

Discuss the geography of the river that flows through the civilization

(Is there a lot of silt, is it rocky, does it flood often) 

Discuss how this effect the traditions and culture of the civilization

Discuss the crops grown in the civilization

Discuss the religion practiced in the civilization

Explain political,  governmental and class systems

Explain the type of language, writing, and number systems that developed in the civilization

Explain what the civilization traded, and who they traded with

Discuss the specific cultural, traditions, and scientific innovations of the civilization

(developed paper, developed a calendar system, holidays/festivals, etc)

Discuss the structure and layout of the cities 

Important buildings, materials and procedure used to construct buildings, organized planning of the city, etc)

Part 2

Directions: Each group will create a visual representation of their civilization. The choices are:

1. Create a “blueprint” of the river valley civilization, this can be a map or other type of drawing depicting:

The location of the river – where in the world is the river located

Where on the river the civilization is located

Any major structures – temples, layout of the houses, farms

Show where crops were planted – discuss what types of crops were planted, and the way in which farming was done

What was the climate like and how did it effect the culture of the civilization

Create a “brochure” for “tourists” who may want to visit the river valley. The brochures must include the following:

The location of the river – where in the world is the river located

Where on the river the civilization is located

Any major structures – the “tourist attractions”

What crops were planted, and how was the farming done 

What was the climate like and how did it effect the culture of the civilization

River Valley Project Rubric

Name :_________________________________________________________________

	
	PowerPoint Content
	Visual Content
	Time in class/Library 
	Individual Participation
	Overall Presentation

	4
	PowerPoint Presentations address all required questions. Content is accurate and clearly presented.
	Visual portion addresses all required portions. Visual portion is an accurate representation of the Civilization. 
	Time in class and library was used responsibly. Groups were respectful and diligent during time in both the classroom and library.
	Student has completed a fair portion of the project. Class time was used diligently. Portion is accurate and clear.
	Group worked well together in class and library. Presentation is clear and demonstrates a clear and accurate understanding of the civilization. Project is complete.

	3
	PowerPoint Presentation addresses most required questions. Content is accurate and clearly presented.
	Visual portion addresses most required portions. Visual portion is an inaccurate representation of the Civilization.
	Time in class and library was mostly used responsibility. Students spent some time off task while in classroom or library.
	Students completed a fair portion of the project. Class time was used diligently. Portion has inaccuracies.
	Groups work diligently most of the class and library time. Presentation demonstrates a moderate understanding of the civilizations. Project is complete.

	2
	PowerPoint addresses all required questions. Content has inaccuracies.
	Visual portion addresses all required portions. A visual portion is not an accurate representation of the Civilization.
	Time in class and library were not used responsibility. Students spent half of time off task.
	Student completed an un-fair portion of work, and/or majority of portion is inaccurate.
	Groups did not work well in class. Presentations demonstrate a basic understanding of the civilizations. 

	1
	PowerPoint does not address all required questions. Content has inaccuracies.
	Visual portion does not address all required portions. Visual portion is not an accurate representation of the Civilization.
	Students were not respectful in the library or in class. Spent majority of time off task. 
	Student did not use class time diligently, did not complete a fair amount of the project.
	Incomplete presentation. Groups do not show an understanding of the civilization. 

	0
	PowerPoint is missing, or majority of questions are not addressed.
	No visual portion is handed in or it is completely inaccurate 
	Students were off task for all class time. 
	Student was not responsible for any part of project
	No presentation is turned in


	Conversion Chart

	20 = 100

19 = 95

18 = 90
	17 = 85

16 = 83

15 = 80
	14 = 78

13 = 70

12 = 60
	11 = 55

10 = 50

9 = 45
	8 = 40

7 = 35

6 = 30
	5 = 25

4 = 20

3 = 15
	2 = 10

1 = 5

0 = 0


