(2:2) Defining History

Lord Acton (Sir J.E.E. Dalberg, Historian): “It  is a unique opportunity of recording . . . the fullness of the knowledge which the nineteenth century is about to bequeath . . . Ultimate history we cannot have in this generation; but . . . all information is within reach, and every problem has become capable of solution.” 
Sir George Clark (Historian): “Historians . . . expect their work to be superseded again and again. They consider that knowledge of the past has come down through one or more human minds, has been processed by them . . . The exploration seems to be endless, and some impatient scholars take refuge in skepticism, or at least in the doctrine that, since all historical judgments involve persons and points of view, one is as good as another and there is no objective historical truth.”  

E.H. Carr (Historian): “Scientists, social scientists, and historians are all engaged in different branches of the same study: the study of man [sic] and his environment, of the effects of man on his environment and of his environment on man. The object of the study is the same: to increase man s understanding of, and mastery over, his environment.” 

Ron Paige (U.S. Education Secretary): “Traditional American history teaches the significant issues, episodes, and turning points in the history of the United States, and how the words and deeds of individual Americans have determined the course of our Nation. This history teaches how the principles of freedom and democracy, articulated in our founding documents, have shaped -and continue to shape- America’s struggles and achievements, as well as its social, political, and legal institutions and relations. Traditional history puts its highest priority on making sure students have an understanding of these principles and of the historical events and people that best illustrate them.” 
Lawrence “Yogi” Berra (Hall of Fame baseball player): “It ain’t over til it’s over.” 
Add your voice to the discussion: Which of these quotes (or other statements of your choice) comes closest to your view of history? Explain your answer.

