(2:8) Teaching Activity: Should Historians be Impartial?
Combatants in war often claim that God is on their side. Following the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, President George W. Bush concluded a public statement explaining air strikes against targets in Afghanistan by saying, “We will not waver, we will not tire, we will not falter and we will not fail. Peace and freedom will prevail. Thank you. May God continue to bless America” (The New York Times, October 7, 2001, B6). 
Meanwhile, Osama bin Laden, the Saudi-born dissident accused of masterminding the attacks, announced, “I swear to God that America will not live in peace before peace reigns in Palestine, and before all the army of infidels depart the land of Mohammed, peace be upon him. God is the Greatest and glory be to Islam” (The New York Times, October 7, 2001, B7).

	Try it yourself:

In their statements, both George W. Bush and Osama bin Laden called on God for strength and support. How do you respond to their invocation of God for their causes? Explain.

It’s your classroom:

How would you respond to a student who claims “God is on the side of the United States?”

Add your voice to the discussion:

In your opinion, should historians strive for impartiality or seek to establish particular theories or points of view? Why?

In your opinion, should historians be involved in making moral and political judgments about the past and about contemporary societies? Why?


