(2:9) Chicago Girl Urges General Strike: 
Aurora D’Angela and Political Protest

This newspaper article was published in the Johnstown, PA. Tribune, on August 10, 1927, p. 1. It is about a female teenage Italian immigrant who led a political protest in Chicago against the threatened execution of Sacco and Vanzetti.

CHICAGO GIRL URGES GENERAL PROTEST STRIKE

By United Press

CHICAGO, Aug. 10. A bright-eyed 18-year-old high school girl paced her cell at police headquarters today shouting she was an anarchist after having been arrested while leading thousands of shouting Sacco-Vanzetti sympathizers through the streets last night. It was the girl who brought chaos to an orderly Sacco-Vanzetti protest meeting.

As the meeting ended she dashed to the street, shouting: General strike! General strike! This added a splash of color to the otherwise drab proceedings of the meeting and inflamed the gathering. With the girl, Aurora D’Angela, at the lead, the crowd surged into the street and marched along shouting the “Third Internationale” and appealing for a general strike. For a few blocks the protest parade was orderly. Then a motor car was ripped and torn by the crowd. A street car was boarded and the girl slapped the motorman.

One small police motor car attempted to stop the parade, but its passage was blocked. Additional police motor cars swept into the tide of shouting enthusiasts and tear gas bombs were unloosed into the crowd. The tear gas bombs caused the crowd to disperse and 15 of the leaders including the 18-year-old girl were arrested. She maintained she had long attended Liberal meetings in Chicago and said: I am an anarchist. My father was an anarchist. 

Throughout the entire din there was a cry that Sacco and Vanzetti were being persecuted by capitalism. No signs were in evidence and the only means of identifying the crowd was in the constant shouting.  The parade capped a day in which demonstrations became more acute.
	Try it yourself:

1. What important information is included in this article? In your opinion, why is this information important?

2. What broader issues/ideas/questions are raised by this article?

3. As an 11th-grade U.S. history teacher, how might you use this article in your class?

4. Are the events and issues described in this article important enough to include in the U.S. history curriculum? Why or why not?


