(3:10) Responsibility of Government Debate: Roosevelt Versus Reagan

Instructions: Presidents Roosevelt and Reagan made these statements at different historical times and under different conditions, but they were both discussing the responsibility of government. Read the two passages below; then complete the exercise that follows.

Using your knowledge of U.S. history, prepare a narrative response of between 280 and 300 words in which you: Describe the historical context from which the two documents emerged; and
Compare and contrast the governmental actions Roosevelt and Reagan would most likely favor in support of the views they expressed in the passages.

Before you write the essay – read and consider the questions; read and consider the quotations; figure out the historical context; make a list of notes; outline the main ideas of your response and list supporting evidence. Proof read your essay carefully. The essay must be in standard English and ideas must be presented clearly. Do not include quotes or paraphrase the documents. You should be able to write this essay without consulting outside sources or friends. 

A. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Economic Bill of Rights, ” State of the Union address (1/11/44)

It is our duty now to begin to lay the plans and determine the strategy for the winning of a lasting peace and the establishment of an American standard of living higher than ever before known. We cannot be content, no matter how high that general standard of living may be, if some fraction of our people—whether it be one-third or one-fifth or one-tenth—is ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill-housed, and insecure.

This Republic had its beginning, and grew to its present strength, under the protection of certain inalienable political rights—among them the right of free speech, free press, free worship, trial by jury, freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures. They were our rights to life and liberty. As our nation has grown in size and stature, however—as our industrial economy expanded—these political rights proved inadequate to assure us equality in the pursuit of happiness. We have come to a clear realization of the fact that true individual freedom cannot exist without economic security and independence. “Necessitous men are not free men.” People who are hungry and out of a job are the stuff of which dictatorships are made. In our day these economic truths have become accepted as self-evident. We have accepted, so to speak, a second Bill of Rights under which a new basis of security and prosperity can be established for all—regardless of station, race, or creed. 

B. Ronald Reagan demands “Economic Freedom,” State of the Union address (2/6/85)

This government will meet its responsibility to help those in need. But policies that increase dependency, break up families, and destroy self-respect are not progressive; they're reactionary.. . . . Let us place new dreams in a million hearts and create a new generation of entrepreneurs. . . . Let us resolve that we will stop spreading dependency and start spreading opportunity; that we will stop spreading bondage and start spreading freedom. There are some who say that growth initiatives must await final action on deficit reductions. Well, the best way to reduce deficits is through economic growth. More businesses will be started, more investments made, more jobs created, and more people will be on payrolls paying taxes. The best way to reduce government spending is to reduce the need for spending by increasing prosperity. . . .. Reducing unneeded red tape and regulations, and deregulating the energy, transportation, and financial industries have unleashed new competition, giving consumers more choices, better services, and lower prices. . . . Every dollar the federal government does not take from us, every decision it does not make for us will make our economy stronger, our lives more abundant, our future more free.

