(3:11) Face-Off: Romney v. Obama

In 2012 the second Presidential Debate took place at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. The Gallup organization chose 82 uncommitted voters to ask questions. The first questioner was a college student concerned about the economic future for his generation. Another person asked their views on tax policy. The next day headlines in local newspapers made the debate sound like a boxing match or a football game. The New York Times claimed “Rivals Bring Bare Fists to Rematch” and “For the President, Punch, Punch, Another Punch.” The Daily News said “Bam Boom Obama Lands Punches in Fierce Round 2 Comeback.”

Questions

1. How were Romney and Obama’s views on jobs and taxes similar and different?

2. In your opinion, why were economic issues at the center of the 2012 presidential campaign? 

3. If you were a voter in 2012, which candidate would you have supported? Why?

	Romney on Jobs: “When I was governor of Massa-chusetts, to get a high school degree, you had to pass an exam. If you graduated in the top quarter of your class, we gave you a John and Abigail Adams scholarship, four years tuition free in the college of your choice in Massachusetts, it’s a public institution . . . When you come out in 2014, I presume I’m going to be president. I’m going to make sure you get a job . . . We have not made the progress we need to make to put people back to work. That’s why I put out a five-point plan that gets America 12 million new jobs in four years and rising take-home pay. It’s going to help Jeremy get a job when he comes out of school. It’s going to help people across the country that are unemployed right now.”

Romney on Taxes: “I want to bring the rates down, I want to simplify the tax code, and I want to get middle- income taxpayers to have lower taxes . . . Middle-income taxpayers have been buried over the past four years. Because I’m going to bring rates down across the board for everybody, but I’m going to limit deductions and exemptions and credits, particularly for people at the high end, because I am not going to have people at the high end pay less than they’re paying now.”
	Obama on Jobs: “The most important thing we can do is to make sure that we are creating jobs in this country. But not just jobs, good paying jobs. Ones that can support a family . . . I want to build manufacturing jobs in this country again . . . We’ve got to make sure that we have the best education system in the world . . . I want everybody to get a great education and we’ve worked hard to make sure that student loans are available for folks like you . . . Governor Romney doesn’t have a five-point plan. He has a one-point plan. And that plan is to make sure that folks at the top play by a different set of rules. That’s been his philosophy in the private sector, that’s been his philosophy as governor, that’s been his philosophy as a presidential candidate.”

Obama on Taxes: “I want to give middle-class families and folks who are striving to get into the middle-class some relief because they have been hit hard over the last decade . . . If we’re serious about reducing the deficit . . in addition to some tough spending cuts, we’ve also got to make sure that the wealthy do a little bit more. So what I’ve said is, your first $250,000.00 worth of in-come, no change . . . above $250,000, we can go back to the tax rates we had when Bill Clinton was president.”


