(3.7) Hidden Government

Aim: Who Influences Government Decisions?

1.Table A shows donations to political action committees by defense contractors in 2003 and 2004 during a presidential election campaign. Experts estimated that the winning candidate in the 2008 president election spent $500 million, most of it raised from corporations and the wealthy. Amongst the aerospace companies, the largest contributors were Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics with donations to political action committees of approximately $1 million each. 

Questions

1. What was the total amount of money contributed by defense contractors to political action committees in 2003-2004?

2. Which political party benefited the most from these contributions?

3. The United States was at war while these contributions were made. In your opinion, did these contributions by companies receiving war contracts from the government unfairly influence the election? Explain
Defense Contractor Contributions to Political Action Committees, 2003-2004

Source: Federal Election Commission (http://www.opensecrets.org, accessed June 4, 2013).
	Industry
	Total contributions
	Percent to Democrats
	Percent to Republicans

	All Defense Contractors
	$8,091,537
	36%
	64%

	Aerospace
	$3,683,871
	38%
	62%

	Electronics
	$2,314,679
	35%
	65%

	Miscellaneous
	$2,092,987
	32%
	68%


2. In 2010 the Supreme Court ruled in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission that the federal government could not limit expenditures by private corporations to influence political decisions. As a result, in 2012 Super PACS (Political Action Committees) were able to donate unlimited sums to promote issues associated with favored candidates without disclosing their donors. This greatly expanded the influence of wealthy corporations on the political process. Table B shows spending by four Super PACS that spent the most money in 2012.
Super PAC Spending  (Source: http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/superpacs.php)

	Group
	Views
	Support
	Amount

	Restore Our Future
	Conservative
	Romney (R)
	$142,097,336

	American Crossroads
	Conservative
	Romney (R)
	$104, 746,670

	Priorities USA Action
	Liberal
	Obama (D)
	$65,166,859

	Majority PAC
	Liberal
	Obama (D)
	$37,498,257


Questions

1. How much money was spent by the conservative Super PAC Restore Our Future in an effort to influence the 2012 presidential election?

2. What was the name of the liberal super PAC that spent over $65 million to support the reelection of Barak Obama?

3. In your opinion, should corporations have the right to spend unlimited sums of money and make secret donations in attempt to influence the political process? Explain.
