(3:8) Responsibility of Government Debate: Hamilton Versus Jefferson 

Instructions: Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson were both members of the first national cabinet under President George Washington. Although they served together, they frequently disagreed about the responsibility of the national government. Read the two passages below; then complete the exercise that follows.

Using your knowledge of U.S. history, prepare a narrative response of between 280 and 300 words in which you:

Describe the historical context from which the two documents emerged; and

Compare and contrast the governmental actions Hamilton and Jefferson would most likely favor in support of the views they expressed in the passages.

Before you write the essay – read and consider the questions; read and consider the quotations; figure out the historical context; make a list of notes; outline the main ideas of your response and list supporting evidence. Proof read your essay carefully. The essay must be in standard English and ideas must be presented clearly. Do not include quotes or paraphrase the documents. You should be able to write this essay without consulting outside sources or friends. 

Alexander Hamilton, The Report on Manufactures (December 5, 1791) 

The expediency of encouraging manufactures in the United States appears at this time to be pretty generally admitted. Not only the wealth, but the independence and security of a country, appear to be materially connected with the prosperity of manufactures. Every nation, with a view to those great objects, ought to endeavor to possess within itself all the essentials of national supply. These comprise the means of subsistence, habitation, clothing, and defense. A full view having now been taken of the inducements to the promotion of manufactures in the United States, it is proper to consider the means by which it may be effected. In countries where there is great private wealth, much may be effected by the voluntary contributions of patriotic individuals; but in a community situated like that of the United States, the public purse must apply the deficiency of private resource. In what can it be so useful, as in prompting and improving the efforts of industry? 

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1784) 

Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen people, whose breasts he has made his peculiar deposit for substantial and genuine virtue. Corruption of morals in the mass of cultivators is a phenomenon of which no age nor nation has furnished an example. It is the mark set on those, who not looking up to heaven, to their own soil and industry, as does the husbandman, for their subsistence, depend for it [instead] on the casualties and caprice of customers. Dependence begets subservience and venality, suffocates the germ of virtue, and prepares fit tools for the designs of ambition. [G]enerally speaking, the proportion which the aggregate of the other classes of citizens bears in any state to that of its husbandmen, is the proportion of its unsound to its healthy parts, and is a good-enough barometer whereby to measure its degree of corruption. While we have land to labour then, let us never wish to see our citizens occupied at a work-bench, or twirling a distaff. 

