(4:2) Race in American Society 
Aim: How Important Is Race in American Society?

In 2007, the United States Supreme Court narrowly overturned public school choice plans in Louisville, Kentucky, and Seattle, Washington because race was one of the factors used in the assignment of students. In the majority opinion, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote, “The way to stop discrimination on the basis of race is to stop discriminating on the basis of race . . . Before Brown, schoolchildren were told where they could and could not go to school based on color of their skin. The school districts in these cases have not carried the heavy burden of demonstrating that we should allow this once again -- even for very different reasons” (http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003767426_opinions29.html, accessed June 16, 2013).  

Race and racism have long had an impact on American society. In 1835, Alexis De Tocqueville (http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/TocDem1.html, accessed June 16, 2013) wrote, “I do not believe that the white and black races will ever live in any country upon an equal footing. But I believe the difficulty to be still greater in the United States than elsewhere . . . A despot who should subject the Americans and their former slaves to the same yoke might perhaps succeed in commingling their races; but as long as the American democracy remains at the head of affairs, no one will undertake so difficult a task; and it may be foreseen that the freer the white population of the United States becomes, the more isolated will it remain.”

 In 1903, W.E.B. DuBois (1961: v) argued, “the problem of the Twentieth Century” in the United States, “is the problem of the color-line”. 
In the opinion that accompanied the unanimous Brown v. Topeka, Kansas Board of Education (1954) decision, Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote, “Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other tangible factors may be equal, deprive the children of the minority group of equal educational activities? We believe that it does . . . To separate them from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely to be undone” (http://www.nationalcenter.org/brown.html, accessed June 16, 2013).
Add Your Voice to the Discussion:

1. In your opinion, with the election of Barack Obama as President, does race continue to be such an importance influence on life in the United States? Explain.

2. Do you agree with Chief Justice Roberts that programs that assign students to schools based on race in order to promote school integration perpetuate racism in American society? Explain.
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