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Source: http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands, accessed June 16, 2013

Translating broad concepts into specific content understandings and lesson plans introduces controversy into social studies curricula. Examine the example that follows.

· Concept: Economic System.  The decision-making process related to, and the production and distribution of, the goods and services that people in a society need to survive and/or prosper.

· Understanding.  In a managed capitalist economy like the United States, a drop in the official unemployment rate below approximately 6% has led to increased inflation, a decline in the value of money, and decreased confidence in political leaders.

· Controversies.  Is unemployment a result of uncontrollable market forces or conscious economic policies that benefit business and people with secure jobs, at the expense of a significant minority of the population? Is it fair to pursue economic policies like cutting government budgets for social service programs and tightening credit, which disproportionately injure the poor and members of racial and ethnic minorities?

· Lesson Design.   Examine a graph showing the relationship between inflation and unemployment, a statement by the head of the Federal Reserve system explaining a decision to raise interest rates, and a political cartoon showing the president calling on poor African-American children to become “inflation fighters.”

Try it yourself:

1. List five understandings that you think high school students should learn about the U.S. economic system.

2. Why do you consider these understandings important?

3. How would you introduce these understandings into lessons?

4. What controversies are related to at least one of these understandings?

