 (6:4) Could the wounds of Civil War be healed?

Background: At the end of the Civil War as the United States began a period of reconstruction there were many policy options to consider. Should the South just be readmitted to the Union or should conditions be placed on readmission? What would happen to formerly enslaved Blacks? What rights would they have and how would these rights be protected? 

Do Now: Examine the cartoons by Thomas Nast from the August 5, 1865 issue Harper’s Weekly magazine. Identify the characters in the cartoon. In your opinion, what is Nast’s view of reconstruction?
Source: http://blackhistory.harpweek.com/7Illustrations/Reconstruction/Pardon.htm; http://blackhistory.harpweek.com/7Illustrations/Reconstruction/Franchise.htm
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Three Views of Reconstruction

A. President Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, 1865: 

"With malice towards none, with charity for all . . . bind up the nation's wounds, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations."

Questions

1. What is the spirit of Lincoln's plan for post-Civil War Reconstruction?

2. In your opinion, is this a practical or desirable goal? Why?

B. Vice-President Andrew Johnson, 1865:

"Traitors must be made odious, that traitors must be punished and impoverished . . . Their social power must be destroyed. If not they will maintain ascendency, and may again be numerous and powerful . . . When traitors become numerous enough, treason becomes respectable."

Questions

1. What is the demand of Johnson's post-Civil War Reconstruction plan?

2. In your opinion, did Johnson agree or disagree with Abraham Lincoln? Explain.

C. Congressman Thaddeus Stevens, 1867:

"I am for Negro suffrage (voting) in every rebel state. If it should be just, it should not be denied; if it be necessary, it should be adopted, if it be punishment to traitors, they deserve it."

Questions

1. What do the Radical Republicans in the House of Representatives demand?

2. Which approach comes closest to one you would support? Why?

