(7:16) Unions Help Workers Defend Their Rights
Instructions: Read the introduction and the lyrics to the songs and write the answers to the questions in your notebook.

Introduction: During the winter of 1936-1937, automobile workers in Flint, Michigan went on strike against General Motors. They faced a particularly difficult situation. It was the middle of the Great Depression so jobs were scarce. The company refused to negotiate with the union. Picketing was illegal in Michigan. General Motors planned to move crucial machinery to another site so it could continue production. The workers finally decided on a novel strategy, the Sit-Down strike. For forty-four days they occupied the Fisher Body plant and refused to leave until General Motors agreed to negotiate a contact recognizing the right of workers to join a labor union of their own choosing. To keep up their spirits during the strike, the autoworkers and the Women’s Emergency Brigade that provided support, created union songs by adding new lyrics to popular tunes. “The Fisher Strike” was sung to the tune of the popular southern ballad called “The Martins and the McCoys” (Kraus, H. 1947. The Many and the Few, 104-105). Another popular song among strikers during the 1930s was simply called “Sit Down.”
Questions
1. According to these songs, how were the workers able to win their strike?

2. How does this song view the relationship between workers and employers?

3. In your opinion, why were songs used in campaigns to organize labor unions?

4. Labor unions might have been necessary for working people in the 1930s, when these songs were written. In your opinion, are they still necessary today? Explain.
A. The Fisher Strike
Gather round me and I'll tell you all a story,

Of the Fisher Body Factory Number One.

When the dies they started moving,

The Union Men they had a meeting,

To decide right then and there what must be done.

These 4000 Union Boys,

Oh, they sure made lots of noise,

They decide then and there to shut down tight,

In the office they got snooty,

So we started picket duty,

Now the Fisher Body Shop is on a strike.

Now this strike it started one bright Wednesday evening, 

When they loaded up a boxcar full of dies.

When the union boys they stopped them,

And the Railroad Workers backed them,

The officials in the office were surprised.

Now they really started out to strike in earnest, 

They took possession of the gates and buildings too.

They placed a guard in either clock house,

Just to keep the non-union men out,

And they took the keys and locked the gates up too.

Now you may think that this union strike is ended,

And they'll all go back to work just as before,

But the day shift men are "cuties",

They relieve the night shift duties,

And we carry on this strike just as before.

B. Sit-Down

When they tie the can to a union man, Sit down! Sit down!

When they give him the sack, they'll take him back, Sit down! Sit down!

When the speed-up comes, just twiddle your thumbs, Sit down! Sit down!

When the boss won't talk, don't take a walk, Sit down! Sit down!

When they smile and say, no raise in pay, Sit down!  Sit down!

When you want the boss to come across, Sit down!  Sit down!
