(7:18) “Eyewitness at the Triangle” 

Source: Milwaukee Journal, March 27, 1911.
William G. Shepherd, a United Press reporter, was present at the scene of the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire that killed 146 young immigrant Jewish and Italian working girls. 

“I was walking through Washington Square when a puff of smoke issuing from the factory building caught my eye. I reached the building before the alarm was turned in. I saw every feature of the tragedy visible from outside the building. I learned a new sound -- a more horrible sound than description can picture. It was the thud of a speeding, living body on a stone sidewalk. 

Thud — dead, thud — dead, thud — dead, thud — dead. Sixty-two thud — deads. I call them that, because the sound and the thought of death came to me each time, at the same instant. There was plenty of chance to watch them as they came down. The height was eighty feet. 

The first ten thud — deads shocked me. I looked up — saw that there were scores of girls at the windows. The flames from the floor below were beating in their faces. Somehow I knew that they, too, must come down, and something within me — something that I didn’t know was there — steeled me. 

I even watched one girl falling. Waving her arms, trying to keep her body upright until the very instant she struck the sidewalk, she was trying to balance herself. Then came the thud--then a silent, unmoving pile of clothing and twisted, broken limbs. 

As I reached the scene of the fire, a cloud of smoke hung over the building . . . I looked up to the seventh floor. There was a living picture in each window—four screaming heads of girls waving their arms. 

“Call the firemen,” they screamed—scores of them. “Get a ladder,” cried others. They were all as alive and whole and sound as were we who stood on the sidewalk. I couldn’t help thinking of that. We cried to them not to jump. We heard the siren of a fire engine in the distance. The other sirens sounded from several directions. 

“Here they come,” we yelled. “Don’t jump; stay there.” 

One girl climbed onto the window sash. Those behind her tried to hold her back. Then she dropped into space. I didn’t notice whether those above watched her drop because I had turned away. Then came that first thud. I looked up, another girl was climbing onto the window sill; others were crowding behind her. She dropped. I watched her fall, and again the dreadful sound.” 

Questions

1. What caught the attention of the author of this newspaper article?

2. Why were the firefighters unable to help the girls caught in the fire?

3. Why did the young man help the girls jump to their deaths?

4. How do you think the people of New York City and the nation responded to this story? Why?
