(7:5) Classroom Activity: Post-World War II African-American Experience

	Instructions: Examine Tables 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, and 7.7 which illustrate different aspects of the African-American experience in the post-World War II United States. One of the side benefits of document-based lessons is that the same documents appear again on student assessments. I often provide students with a chart and have them “translate” it into a graph, or provide a graph that they must “translate” into a chart. Most of this data is from United States Census and Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. For more information see Loury, G., The Anatomy of Racial Inequality. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2002.

Try it yourself:

Using the graph provided for Fig. 7.2 as a model, select one of the other charts and create a graph.

It’s your classroom:

Using the questions provided for Table 7.1 as a model, what questions would you ask students to guide their analysis of the information in the other tables?


Table 7.1 - School Segregation and Voting Rights in the U.S. South

	State
	African American Children in Interracial Schools, 1964
	Eligible African Americans Registered to Vote, 1960
	Eligible African Americans Registered to Vote, 1964

	West Virginia
	58.2%
	NA
	NA

	Delaware
	56.5
	NA
	NA

	Kentucky
	54.4
	NA
	NA

	Missouri
	42.0
	NA
	NA

	Oklahoma
	28.0
	NA
	NA

	Texas
	  5.5
	32%
	46%

	Tennessee
	  2.7
	59
	64

	Virginia
	  1.6
	19
	25

	Florida
	  1.5
	26
	45

	Arkansas
	Less than 1
	30
	41

	Alabama
	Less than 1
	14
	19

	Louisiana
	Less than 1
	22
	31

	Georgia
	Less than 1
	22
	36

	South Carolina
	Less than 1
	11
	30

	North Carolina
	Less than 1
	25
	42

	Mississippi
	None
	  4
	  6


Questions

1. What percentage of African American children attended interracial schools in Missouri?

2. What percentage of African American children attended interracial schools in Florida?

3. In which of these states did the smallest percentage of African American children attend interracial schools?

4. What percentage of eligible African Americans were registered to vote in Texas in 1960?

5. What of these states had the largest percentage of eligible African Americans registered to vote in 1964?

6. Which state or states had the greatest percentage increase from 1960 to 1964?

7. What conclusions do you draw from this chart?
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Table 7.3 - Standard of Living by Race, 1950-1970

	Category
	Year
	All People
	Whites
	African Americans

	Unemployment
	1950
	5.3%
	4.9%
	  9.0%

	
	1960
	5.5%
	4.9%
	10.2%

	
	1970
	4.9%
	4.5%
	  8.2%

	Median Income
	1950
	$3,319
	  $3,334
	$1,369

	
	1960
	$5,620
	  $5,835
	$3,233

	
	1970
	$9,867
	$10,236
	$6,516

	Life expectancy
	1950
	
	69 years
	61 years

	
	1960
	
	71 years
	64 years

	
	1970
	
	72 years
	64 years


Table 7.4 - Education of Head of Household of African American families in Poverty

	Education
	1978
	1987

	At least one years of college
	12.6%
	11.2%

	High school graduate
	18.7%
	27.8%

	High school dropout
	34.2%
	39.4%


Table 7.5 - Income Distribution by Race, 2005

	Income
	White Families
	African American Families

	Over $75,000
	27.9%
	15.1%

	$50- 74,999
	18.9
	15.1

	$35 - $50,000
	14.9
	15.1

	$25 - $35,000
	11.4
	12.6

	$15 - $25,000
	12.0
	16.1

	Under $15,000
	12.8
	26.0

	Median Income
	$48,554
	$30,858


Table 7.6 - African American males, Incarcerated or in College, 1980 and 2000

Source: Butterfield, F. “Study Finds Big Increase in Black Men as Inmates Since 1980.” The New York Times, August 28, 2002, A14.

	Status
	1980
	2000
	Percent Increase

	Incarcerated
	143,000
	791,600
	450%

	College
	463,000
	603,032
	  30


Table 7.7 - Racial Profiling, January 1, 2006 through September 30, 2007

Source: Dunn, C., D. Lieberman, and A. Pressman. “Profiling by the Numbers.” The New York Times, November 18, 2007, CY11.

	Category
	White
	Black

	Number in New York City population
	3.6 million people
	2.2 million people

	Police Stops for Searches
	94,530
	453,042

	Police Stops for Searches that did not Result in an Arrest or Summons
	83,452
	402,943

	Police Stops as Percent of Population
	2.6% of Whites
	21.1% of Blacks

	Percent of Police Stops that led to Arrest or Summons
	12%
	11%
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