(8:8) Middle School Lesson Using an Outcome-Based Model

Anticipatory set: Let’s review yesterday’s discussion of the human rights promised in the Declaration of Independence. Can anyone explain those rights to us? [If necessary, a teacher can ask students to reread the passage they examined the day before or to consult their notes or homework.]
Objectives (Common Core Standards):

· Students will be able to explain the meaning of a passage from the Declaration of Independence in their own words. [R4: Determine meanings, including use of key terms]

· Students will be able to define the terms citizen and government. [R4: Determine meanings, including use of key terms]
· Students will be able to explain the relationship between government and citizens defined in the Declaration of Independence. [R2: Determine central ideas; provide accurate summary]

· Students will state three contemporary examples of the relationship between government and citizens in the United States. [R3: Analyze events and ideas and causality]

· Students will be able to explain what the authors of the Declaration thought people should do when governments do not respect the rights of citizens. [R8: Evaluate author's premises/claims/evidence; challenge with other information]

· Students will be able to define the terms limits and revolution. [R4: Determine meanings, including use of key terms]
· Students will be able to write a letter that expresses their opinions on this concept from the Declaration of Independence. [W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid or relevant and sufficient evidence]

· Students will be able to use evidence to support their opinions. [R1: Cite textual evidence to support conclusions]

Main ideas/understandings: Today we will be working independently and in groups, examining the part of the Declaration of Independence that describes how governments must protect the rights of citizens. By the end of the lesson, each of you will be able to explain what the authors of the Declaration thought people should do when governments do not respect these rights. Before we begin, I want to review some ideas from previous lessons and from your homework. [Encourage maximum class participation in discussion.]
· Can someone explain what a citizen is? According to the Declaration of Independence, what rights do citizens have?

· Does anyone think they can tell us what a government is and what it does?

· In the United States today, what responsibilities do citizens have to the government? What responsibilities does government have to citizens?

Instructional input: Each student will read the passage from the Declaration of Independence, rewrite it in their own words, and then answer the questions at the end of the worksheet. When everyone in your group is finished, group members should compare answers and see where they agree or disagree. Group members should try to resolve their differences. Does anyone have any questions?
Modeling the information: Before you begin to read on your own, let us go over the first passage together. The first passage says, “That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.” Can someone put this passage into their own words for us? [Encourage maximum class participation.]
Checking for understanding (Assessment): While students work on their own, the teacher circulates around the room, asking questions and ensuring that students understand the assignment.
Guided practice: The teacher helps individual students understand the reading passage and think about the questions. Students check their work with the other members of their group. The entire class discusses what the authors of the Declaration thought people should do when governments do not respect their rights. [Encourage maximum class participation in discussion.]
· Does the Declaration of Independence place limits on the power of government? What are these limits? Do you agree with them? Why?

· Does the Declaration of Independence place limits on the rights of citizens? What are these limits? Do you agree with them? Why?

· What do we call a decision by people to overthrow a government? Does the Declaration of Independence support all revolutions? Why?

Independent practice (additional Assessment: To demonstrate your understanding of this part of the Declaration of Independence, each student will write a letter to Thomas Jefferson, explaining whether you agree with his ideas about what people should do when governments do not respect their rights. In your letter, be sure to explain the reasons for your opinion. Give at least three reasons to support your opinions.
Homework: Complete your letters to Thomas Jefferson. Continue collecting current events newspaper articles on revolutions in other parts of the world.
Activity Sheet / Declaration of Independence -- Citizens and Governments

1.  “That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; . . .”             __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  “ . . . that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 

right of the people to alter or to abolish it, . . .”             __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. “. . . and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing 

its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.” ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. “Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed 

for light and transient causes, . . .”       _______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. “ . . . and, accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.”     ____________________​​​​​​____________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. “But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security.”  ____________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Questions

1.  Does the Declaration of Independence place limits on the power of government? What are these limits? Do you agree with them? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Does the Declaration of Independence place limits on the rights of citizens? What are these limits? Do you agree with them? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What do we call a decision by people to overthrow a government? Does the Declaration of Independence always support this decision? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

