(9:4) Sample Global History Do Now Activities

The do now requires that students do something – read a paragraph, analyze a chart, graph, cartoon, or photograph – and write answers to specific questions. The activity should take about five minutes and lead into the topic being examined in the lesson.

A. If the World Were a Village of 100 People

Source: David Smith, If the World were a Village (Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press)

Do Now: If the total population of the planet Earth in the year 2000 (over six billion people) was made equal to 100 people, then in 1000 BC there was only 1 person. By 500 BC the population had doubled to 2 people. In 1000 AD there were only 5 people on the Earth and in 1500 AD there were only 8 people. However by 1900 AD there were 32 people and by 2000 AD there were 100. If population growth rates continue there will be nearly 200 people on Earth by 2050. 
Questions

1. What is happening to the human population? 
2. What is happening to the rate of change? 
3. What historical developments make these changes possible? 
4. In your opinion, what problems will the Earth face as a result of these changes and what are the potential solutions?

B. Defining Epochs

Do Now: There are defining points in everyone’s life that mark changes in the way they live, relate to others, and think about the world. Think about defining points in your own life. Make a list of these points. The periods between these defining points are like historical epochs. Think of a good name for each of these time spans or epochs in your life. 
C. Food Taboos from Leviticus

Do Now: You are a cultural anthropologists studying the origin of traditional Southwest Asian religious beliefs. You accept as true that most religious practices have their origins in local environmental conditions. Your task is to explain the reasons ancient Israelites had so many rules about what foods they could eat and what foods were “unclean” or “abominations.“  According to the Book of Leviticus in the Judeo-Christian Old Testament, while the children of Israel could eat cows, goats, and lambs, their God forbade them to eat animals that “chew the cud” but “divideth not the hoof.” These animals were described as unclean. They included camels, rabbits, and pigs. Other “unclean” species are any animals with paws, mice, tortoises, and snails. In addition, Israelites could not eat fish or seafood “that have not fins and scales,” or certain birds including eagles, owls, and vultures. However, the Israelites were permitted to eat chickens, locust, beetles, and grasshoppers. 
Questions/Activities
1. Where are the dietary rules for the ancient Israelites recorded?

2. List three animals that they are forbidden to eat?

3. Propose a hypothesis that explains these taboos with roots in the environmental conditions where they live.
D. Jewish Deaths during World War II

Do Now: Examine the chart, answer the questions, and complete the activities.

Questions/Activities

1. Create a bar graph comparing the percentage of the pre-war Jewish population that was exterminated in each of the countries on the chart.

2. On a map of Europe, locate each of the countries on the chart and enter the number of Jewish deaths and the percentage of the pre-war Jewish population that was exterminated.

3. In which two countries were the largest numbers of Jews killed?

4. In your opinion, why were the Jews in these countries particularly vulnerable? 
	Country
	Pre-war Jewish population
	Jewish Deaths
	Percent Who Died

	Poland
	3,300,000
	2,800,000
	85%

	Soviet Union
	2,100,000
	1,500,000
	71.4%

	Hungary
	  650,000
	   450,000
	69.2%

	Czechoslovakia
	   315,000
	   260,000
	82.5%

	France
	   300,000
	     90,000
	30.0%

	Germany and Austria
	   240,000
	     210,000
	87.5%

	Greece
	     70,000
	     54,000
	77.1%

	Italy
	     57,000
	     15,000
	26.3%


