(9:5) Dramatic Readings as Lesson Motivations

Instructions: Invite a historic figure to class. Have students read an excerpt from a speech as part of the do now and then student volunteers can do a dramatic reading as the lesson motivation. Possibilities for a United States history class include Anne Hutchinson’s 1637 statement to the Massachusetts General Court, the conclusion of Patrick Henry’s 1775 “Give me liberty or give me death” speech, William Lloyd Garrison’s 1831 editorial in The Liberator, where he warned his opponents that he will not be silenced on the issue of slavery, Henry Highland Garnet’s 1843 call for African Americans to resist slavery, Susan B. Anthony 1873 statement demanding the right to vote, excerpts from Frederick Douglass’ 1883 speech at the National Convention of Colored Men in Louisville, Kentucky where he demanded that the nation abide by the promises of the Constitution, Mary Lease’s 1890s Populist speech, William Jennings Bryan’s 1896 Cross of Gold speech, or Bartolomeo Vanzetti’s 1927 statement to the court during his politically charged trial for murder. The excerpts are ordered chronologically. All sources were accessed July 25, 2013.

A. Anne Hutchinson’s 1637 Statement to the Massachusetts General Court

Source: http://www.constitution.org/primarysources/hutchinson.html
If you please to give me leave I shall give you the ground of what I know to be true . . . Now if you do condemn me for speaking what in my conscience I know to be truth I must commit myself unto the Lord . . . You have power over my body but the Lord Jesus hath power over my body and soul; and assure yourselves thus much, you do as much as in you lies to put the Lord Jesus Christ from you, and if you go on in this course you begin, you will bring a curse upon you and your posterity, and the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

B. Patrick Henry’s 1775 “Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death” Speech

Source:http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1841228_1841749_1841737,00.html

The question before the House is one of awful moment to this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery . . . Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace-- but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death! 

C. William Lloyd Garrison’s 1831 editorial in The Liberator
Source: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2928t.html

I determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of emancipation in the eyes of the nation, within sight of Bunker Hill and in the birthplace of liberty. That standard is now unfurled; and long may it float, unhurt by the spoliations of time or the missiles of a desperate foe – yea, till every chain be broken, and every bondman set free! Let Southern oppressors tremble – let their secret abettors tremble – let their Northern apologists tremble – let all the enemies of the persecuted blacks tremble . . . I am aware that many object to the severity of my language; but is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or to speak, or write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a man whose house is on fire to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen; – but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present. I am in earnest – I will not equivocate – I will not excuse – I will not retreat a single inch – AND I WILL BE HEARD.
D. Henry Highland Garnet’s 1843 call for African Americans to resist slavery Source: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2937t.html

Let your motto be resistance! resistance! RESISTANCE! No oppressed people have ever secured their liberty without resistance. What kind of resistance you had better make, you must decide by the circumstances that surround you, and according to the suggestion of expediency. Brethren, adieu! Trust in the living God. Labor for the peace of the human race, and remember that you are FOUR MILLIONS.

E. Susan B. Anthony Demands the Right to Vote (1873)

Source: http://www.nationalcenter.org/AnthonySuffrage.html, accessed

I stand before you tonight under indictment for the alleged crime of having voted at the last presidential election, without having a lawful right to vote. It shall be my work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, I not only committed no crime, but, instead, simply exercised my citizen's rights, guaranteed to me and all United States citizens by the National Constitution, beyond the power of any State to deny . . . It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed the Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the whole people--women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of the only means of securing them provided by this democratic-republican government – the ballot.

F. Frederick Douglass’ 1883 speech at the National Convention of Colored Men in Louisville, Kentucky

Source; http://www.lfpl.org/western/htms/douglass.htm

If it is a Bill for social equality, so is the Declaration of Independence, which declares that all men have equal rights; so is the Sermon on the Mount, so is the Golden Rule, that commands us to do to others as we would that others should do to us; so is the Apostolic teaching, that of one blood God has made all nations to dwell on all the face of the earth; so is the Constitution of the United States, and so are the laws and customs of every civilized country in the world; for no where, outside of the United States is any man denied civil rights on account of his color.

G. Mary Lease’s 1890s Populist Speech

Source: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5304/

Wall Street owns the country. It is no longer a government of the people, by the people, and for the people, but a government of Wall Street, by Wall Street, and for Wall Street. The great common people of this country are slaves, and monopoly is the master. The West and South are bound and prostrate before the manufacturing East. Money rules, and our Vice-President is a London banker. Our laws are the output of a system which clothes rascals in robes and honesty in rags. The [political] parties lie to us and the political speakers mislead us . . . The politicians said we suffered from overproduction. Overproduction, when 10,000 little children, so statistics tell us, starve to death every year in the United States, and over 100,000 shopgirls in New York are forced to sell their virtue for the bread their niggardly wages deny them . . . We will stand by our homes and stay by our fireside by force if necessary, and we will not pay our debts to the loan-shark companies until the government pays its debts to us. The people are at bay; let the bloodhounds of money who dogged us thus far beware. 

H. William Jennings Bryan’s 1896 Cross of Gold speech

Source: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5354/

If they dare to come out in the open field and defend the gold standard as a good thing, we shall fight them to the uttermost, having behind us the producing masses of the nation and the world. Having behind us the commercial interests and the laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their demands for a gold standard by saying to them, you shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.

I. Bartolomeo Vanzetti’s Statement to the Court (1927)

Source; http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/saccov/courtspeech.html

I have already say that I not only am not guilty of these two crimes, but I never committed a crime in my life, I have never stolen and I have never killed and I have never spilt blood, and I have fought against crime, and I have fought and I have sacrificed myself even to eliminate the crimes that the law and the church legitimate and sanctify. This is what I say: I would not wish to a dog or to a snake, to the most low and misfortunate creature of the earth – I would not wish to any of them what I have had to suffer for things that I am not guilty of. I am suffering because I am a radical and indeed I am a radical; I have suffered because I was an Italian, and indeed I am an Italian; I have suffered more for my family and for my beloved than for myself; but I am so convinced to be right that you can only kill me once but if you could execute me two times, and if I could be reborn two other times, I would live again to do what I have done already.
